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LIFE OREKA MENDIAN: the importance of sheep grazing for the conservation of
mountain pastures in the Basque Country 

LIFE in Common Land: traditional activities and conservation of heathland
and bogs in the Serra do Xistral. 

Amelia Ortubai, HAZI

Management of livestock and conservation of habitats in the New Forest

The talk will cover aspects around the structure of the management of livestock that 
are depastured on the New Forest. I will explain my role and that of the Verderers.  
Leanne will talk about the value of livestock to the conservation of the different 
habitats in the New Forest, the restoration of heathlands and mires, and the 
management techniques to maintain these habitats. 

Abstracts of presentations  
SESSION 1: TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES AND 
HABITAT CONSERVATION

Laura Lagos Abarzuza1 y LIFE in Common Land team
1Project LIFE in Common Land. Universidade da Coruña 

Leanne Sargeant, Forestry England
Jonathan Gerrelli, Verderers of the New Forest

Explaining the importance of that traditional activities, such as extensive livestock 
farming and wild ponies, have in the conservation of priority wet heathland and bogs 
in Serra do Xistral. We will focus on the characterisation of the wild ponies of Xistral, their 
population, management and the information acquired on spatial ecology and diet through GPS collars, 
in order to highlight the vital importance of the maintenance of the Xistral habitats. The key to the project 
was the integration of traditional activities and habitat conservation in a conservation results management 
model. Finally, lessons learned and a review of the activities carried out by the project to support the 
traditional system of wild ponies. 

The LIFE OREKA MENDIAN project focuses on the conservation of Basque mountain 
pasture habitats, based on the use of these habitats for livestock farming. In the 
diagnosis of the situation, it has been highlighted that the change of livestock species 
in the mountains, and the decline in sheep in particular, is one of the main causes of 
the deterioration of these habitats. There is a notable difference in this aspect between some Protected 
Natural Spaces and others: while in the border areas with wolf-producing areas the sheep population is 
practically non-existent, in the central-eastern part of the Basque Country there is still traditional grazing of 
the Latxa breed of sheep, mainly associated with the production of Idiazabal cheese. Within the project, 
actions have been carried out to facilitate the grazing of small livestock, including the promotion of the 
recovery of mountain cheese dairies, associated with the "Mendiko Gazta" brand.
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The presentation will address lessons learned from the recently concluded LIFE Peat 
Restore project and introduce the LIFE project Multi Peat: The LIFE Multi Peat project 
aims to restore 689 ha of degraded peatlands across Belgium, Germany, Ireland, 
Netherlands, and Poland. By closely monitoring greenhouse gas emissions on the 
restoration sites the project will help to understand how peatland restoration can contribute to climate 
change mitigation. In addition, the project aims to test and disseminate alternative wet land use options, 
i.e. paludiculture, as a sustainable alternative to drainage-based agriculture on peatlands. The project will 
also develop a Peatland Policy Portal to contribute to evidence-based policymaking. Finally, the project 
will also verify the potential for selling Carbon Credits. 

The Nature Restoration Law proposal

Jakub Wejchert, Comisión Europea. DG Medio Ambiente

LIFE Multi Peat: Reducing carbon emissions by restoring peatlands.

Leticia Jurema, NABU – Nature and Biodiversity Conservation Union 

The use of animal traction in the restoration of sensitive habitats

Alfred Ferris, APTRAN/ANTA – (Portuguese Animal Traction Association / 
Spanish National Animal Traction Association) 

In the last two summers we have carried out restoration works in the Xistral peatlands 
with the use of animal traction, showing the usefulness of this strategy. I will show 
examples of this type of actions (techniques, strategies and results) in bogs in the 
Xistral or in Portugal, National Parks in Galicia, actions in sensitive or protected areas, 
as well as in periurban parks.

The demonstrative conservation actions carried out in LIFE in Common Land seek to 
reverse unfavourable conservation status in bogs and wet heathlands habitats 
following the recommendations of the Results Based Conservation Management 
Model developed in the framework of the project. The presentation will explain the different types of actions 
that have been carried out over the last 5 years, giving in more detail some specific examples for each type 
of action and providing the final results of the project. The aspects of its planning will also be addressed, as 
well as the most common difficulties and constraints encountered during its implementation. 

LIFE in Common Land: heathland and bogs improvement and restoration
actions in the Serra do Xistral

R. Alfonso Laborda Bartolomé1 and LIFE in Common Land team,
1Project LIFE in Common Land,  Santiago de Compostela University

Abstracts of presentations 
SESSION 2: HABITAT RESTORATION. 
BOGS AND WET HEATHLANDS
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Abstracts of presentations  
SESSION 3: INNOVATIVE MECHANISMS FOR BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION. RESULTS BASED-PAYMENTS

Do farmers prefer result-based, hybrid or practice-based agri-environmental
schemes? A choice experiment in three countries. 

Laure Kuhfuss1, Co-authors: Jared Gars, Santiago Guerrero, Jussi Lankoski
1(OECD) the James Hutton Institute 

The purpose of this paper is to explore how farmers in selected countries respond to 
specific agri-environmental payment designs: practice-based schemes, where 
payments are based on adoption of specific practices; results-based payments, which 
link payments to measurable results; and hybrid payments, under which payment depends on both 
implementing specific practices and achieving specific results. We use a Discrete Choice Experiment 
to collect farmers’ preferences for these 3 designs in Finland, Sweden and the Netherlands.

We link these preferences with farmer’s current adoption ofagri-environmental practices and their 
behavioural, farm and socio-demographic characteristics. We find that farmers prefer hybrid schemes 
up to a certain level of environmental results requirements, but practice based schemes if the 
environmental objectives are too high.

Pure result-based schemes tend to require higher levels of payments. Finally, we find that farmers’ 
behavioural profile influences their likely participation in AES but not their relative preferences for the 3 
scheme designs. 

Scaling Result Based Payment Schemes in Ireland: from local success in the
Burren to national roll out-challenges and opportunities

James Moran, Atlantic Technological University, Galway, Ireland.

Results based payments in Ireland have evolved over the last 20 years as part of a 
locally adapted hybrid result based programmes. The programmes incentivise the 
improvement in ecosystem quality in farmland landscapes for the delivery of a range 
of ecosystems services. The hybrid results-based payments (RBPS) approach in Ireland 

involves combining RBPS with a range of supporting actions accompanied by local support infrastructure 
and a local advisory system. The approach was initially developed in the Burren, an area recognised 
across the EU for successful implementation of innovative solutions to issues around the interaction 
between nature and agriculture.

This was followed by pilot projects which demonstrated how the general design and partnership 
framework could be implemented in a range of biophysical and cultural contexts, leading to the 
development of step by step guidance for follow on initiatives. The implementation of the European 
Innovation Partnership (EIP) Operational groups in Ireland from 2014-2022 have become the pathway to 
wider implementation and capacity building. They led to the local adaptation of the model for a range 
of targets of national importance e.g. nature conservation, water and climate. This demonstrated the 
ability of the system to be applied at scale and included a range of innovations e.g. in the area of 
administration and the development of mobile phone applications. The approach is now set to be rolled 
out to 20,000 farmers across 8 local cooperation project areas in Ireland under Ireland’s CAP Strategic 
Plan 2023-2027. 
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Abstracts of presentations  
SESSION 3: INNOVATIVE MECHANISMS FOR BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION. RESULTS BASED-PAYMENTS

LIFE in Common Land: Results-Based Payment Scheme for conservation.

César A. Blanco1, Luis Reija2 and  LIFE in Common Land team ,
1Project LIFE in Common Land . Santiago de Compostela University
2Project LIFE in Common Land. Deputation of Lugo

The LIFE IN COMMON LAND project develops an innovative mechanism of Payments 
for Conservation Results for the communities of woodlands that with their traditional 
agricultural and livestock farming activities maintain the Atlantic wet heathlands and 
peatlands of the Serra do Xistral in a good state of conservation. The payments are made according to the 
presence, extension and state of the different habitats that are the object of the project in each neighboring 
common land, with the double objective of conserving these habitats of community interest and creating 
the basis for them to be replicated in other areas. This presentation will explain the technical design of this 
Payment System, as well as its implementation at the administrative level. 

Flora microreserves in O Courel

Martiño Cabana, Asociación Galega de Custodia do Territorio

Abstracts of presentations  
SESSION 5: COMMUNAL AREAS AND HABITAT CONSERVATION IN THE 
NATURA 2000 NETWORK

Joám Evans, Fundación Montescola

Restoring the Froxán Community Conserved Area (ICCA), Lousame (Galicia)

Flora micro-reserves are a figure of protection widely used in some autonomous 
communities in Spain and other European Union countries. They have proven to be 
extremely effective as a territorial basis for carrying out conservation actions for rare, 
endemic or endangered plant species. 

From this perspective, the Asociación Galega de Custodia do Territorio has set up a 
series of micro-reserves for the conservation of orchids in the O Courel mountain range. This group functions 
as an umbrella taxon to protect the community of flora associated with the limestone outcrops of the O 
Courel mountain range. This project highlights the relationship created between our organisation and 
neighbouring forests for the conservation of this group of plants.

In 2017 Froxán, a small village with 100 hectares of common lands in the municipality of 
Lousame, became the first territory in Spain to be acknowledged as a ICCA 
(Indigenous and Community Conserved Area) by the UNEP. After suffering from 
successive waves of forest fires, the Community started to replace pyrophilous species 
(mostly eucalyptus and pines.) by native specie. This has included restoring mixed 
deciduous forests and a small peatland that is also critical for regulating the local watershed.

Most work since 2017 has been conducted by volunteers setting a model for community-based 
conservation.
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Abstracts of presentations  
SESSION 5: COMMUNAL LANDS AND HABITAT
CONSERVATION IN THE NATURA 2000 NETWORK

Jenny Thomas, Natural England

Emilio R. Díaz Varela1, Laura Lagos Abarzuza2 and LIFE in Common Land 
team, 1Project LIFE in Common Land. University of Santiago de
Compostela. 2Project LIFE in Common Land, Universidade da Coruña

Working in Partnership with Local Communities to Restore Streams and
Mires in The New Forest Natura 2000 site

The New Forest Natura 2000 site is an exceptional landscape which is known and 
loved for its unique culture and wildlife. The habitats include lowland heath, mire, 
ancient pasture woodland and grassland. These habitats support an exceptionally 
rich diversity of fauna and flora which are dependent on traditional management 
practices of grazing through Rights of Common complemented by annual heathland burning and cutting 
programmes. The New Forest has the potential to play a significant role in responding to both climate and 
nature emergencies through careful management and restoration of its grazed habitats. The New Forest 
can evoke strong emotions in local people and restoration project proposals are subject to a high level of 
scrutiny and challenge. There are also a number of interested groups and organisations, all with different 
objectives and expectations. This can make even the smallest project challenging. This presentation will 
illustrate some examples of stream and bog restoration projects undertaken in the New Forest and the steps 
taken to try and overcome these challenges. 

Project LIFE in Common Land: Conserving in Common

With 43% communal ownership within the Natura 2000 network, the role that Common Land Communities 
can play in the conservation of habitats and species is essential. In the LIFE in Common Land project we 
work with 11 communities comprising approximately 11,500 ha including 5,000 ha of habitats, priority ones 
according to the Habitats Directive. This communication frames the role that Common Land Communities 
can have for the conservation of habitats and species in the Natura 2000 Network and the relevance of 
their participatory decision-making mechanisms. LIFE in Common Land's premise is to combine the local 
knowledge of the mountain communities with the scientific and technical work carried out at the 
universities of Santiago de Compostela and A Coruña. In this paper we expose the key elements of the 
participation of the Communities throughout the 5 years of work, and the process of creating mutual trust 
that has borne fruit throughout the development of the project.
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CONCLUSIONS



1) A good number of habitats of community interest (Habitats Directive), such as heathlands, bogs, mires, montane 
meadows with Nardus, among others, are associated with the maintenance of traditional activities developed on 
them, mainly extensive livestock farming (including the traditional management of wild horses).

2) Both the abandonment of traditional activities and the intensification of management, as a result of 
socioeconomic, regulatory and ecological circumstances, lead to a regression in surface area of these habitat 
types with an increase in the area of closed scrubland and forest.

3) Each territory and habitat mosaic requires species, densities and management that is the result of years of 
adaptation and is difficult to emulate with conservation activities outside the local communities. Specifically, the 
importance of grazing for the conservation of mountain pastures has been highlighted, as is the case of sheep 
grazing in Euskadi and the traditional system of wild ponies in Atlantic regions such as the Serra do Xistral and New 
Forest.

4) In the traditional management system of wild ponies in the Xistral, the seasonality in the use of habitats, low 
overlapping of the home ranges and consumption of gorse -Ulex spp.- (and Molinia caerulea ) imply a gentle 
pressure on habitats and gorse control, which favors the conservation of the mosaic of priority habitats. Traditional 
management is the most compatible with this function.

5) The traditional management developed by the commoners, as evidenced in the case of the New Forest, with 
enormously diverse and variable grazing pressure in terms of species, densities and grazing seasons, is instrumental 
in creating diverse habitats and opportunities for a wide range of species of interest to thrive.

6) In Euskadi there has been a change in livestock species, with a decrease in sheep and an increase in cattle and 
horses. There is also a tendency for sheep to make less use of mountain pastures, due to the greater availability of 
land in the valleys, the return of the wolf, and the requirements of cheese production, which are difficult to meet 
when it is produced in mountain shacks.

7) In Galicia, the census of wild ponies shows that their numbers have decreased by 50% in recent years and 
continue to decrease. Likewise, new forms of management have appeared, such as rotation, or maintenance in 
artificial pastures in winter, which may limit their capacity to model heathlands and bogs. The high level of wolf 
predation is among the main causes of their decline and the commoners do not see a future for the system if this 
predation pressure continues.

8) In New Forest, access to commoner status is becoming increasingly difficult due to the high price of housing in 
the area and the low profitability of livestock activity. The main problem for livestock and ponies is the high pressure 
of public recreational use in this area.

9) In order to maintain habitats in a good state of conservation, it is sometimes necessary to carry out habitat 
maintenance or improvement works such as clearing, burning, creation of livestock attraction points and, above 
all, restoration actions. These actions within LIFE projects are usually included in good practice manuals (LIFE Oreka 
Mendian), or as recommendations within the management model (LIFE in Common Land).

Conclusions 

SESSION 1: TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES AND HABITAT 
CONSERVATION

 

Traditional livestock systems and free-ranging large herbivores are
necessary for the conservation of different natural habitats such as
heathlands, bogs and mountain meadows.
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Conclusions 

SESSION 1: TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES AND HABITAT 
CONSERVATION

10) The existence of animals to contribute to the conservation of habitats requires commoners (or farmers) to 
maintain livestock farming. These activities are not always profitable, so support from the administrations is essential 
for their continuity. Vocation and family tradition are key motivations to continue certain management activities 
(shepherds, curros, wild ponies), and LIFE projects are fundamental to enhance this.

11) The existence of strong associations of farmers or commoners allows them to acquire a more relevant role in 
the management of the areas and to obtain support for their claims. The importance of LIFE projects in particular 
to create communication channels between owners, farmers, managers and the administration and to strengthen 
the union between farmers in a region is emphasized.

12) Models of livestock management such as the New Forest, established more than a thousand years ago, with a 
Court of Verdereers to control livestock and protect the communal forest, and the hiring of Agisters (or helpers) who 
are responsible for managing the animals, ensuring compliance with the rules, organizing drifts and sales (including 
online) and attending to incidents could be exported to certain areas of Galicia to integrate livestock uses, habitat 
conservation and traditional management of wild ponies in a context of an aging population in the mountains.

13) The existence of a traditional management system common to the mountain areas of Galicia and the New 
Forest is highlighted, where ponies free roam in the mountains and are drifted annually to brand, shave, deworm, 
check their condition and extract foals for sale. In this system, the importance of family tradition is striking.
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1) The current rate of biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation in the EU is alarming: 80% of habitats are in a 
poor state of conservation, especially habitats like bogs, grasslands and dunes.

2) Restoration is of fundamental importance at global and European level, being a key point of the Green Deal 
and the EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030. The latter states that ecosystem protection is not enough to halt ecosystem 
deterioration and biodiversity loss. In addition, the latest IPBES 2022 report also considers ecosystem restoration 
fundamental in helping to combat climate change.

3) Restoration benefits society as a whole because for every €1 invested in restoration, €8 is returned through the 
improved ecosystem services that restored habitats provide.

4) The Nature Restoration Law will be based on the National Restoration Plans to be developed by the Member 
States, whose structure and content will be dictated by this European Law (how and where to restore, financing, 
involvement of stakeholders to ensure the active participation of local communities, etc.).

5) The European Restoration Law is expected to be approved by the end of 2023 or early 2024 and to give first 
results by 2030.

6) Active peatlands are strategic habitats for Member States to meet international environmental targets. When 
peatlands are healthy and functional they are an important ally in the fight against climate change, absorbing and 
maintaining carbon that has been accumulated over thousands of years. However, they can become a major 
problem if they are degraded, releasing large amounts of greenhouse gases.

7) As soon as a bog is restored, the emission of carbon into the atmosphere stops and also, with rewetting, the 
conditions are established for it to become functional again and start accumulating carbon again.

8) It is essential to increase current knowledge about peatlands (greenhouse gases emitted, depth, etc.), to 
develop new tools and recommendations for their management and to extend peatland habitat restoration to a 
larger scale. In this sense, the LIFE Multi Peat project will develop the Peatland Policy Portal (interactive digital map) 
where it will collect data on all existing European restoration projects and is also exploring the potential of malaria 
or carbon credits for peatland restoration.

9) The rate at which bogs are being restored is very slow compared to that needed to meet European restoration 
targets. It is urgent to update the current sectoral legislation so that it does not go against restoration and to involve 
private landowners as well.

10) It is necessary to highlight the role that less invasive methodologies such as animal traction can play in 
conservation and restoration of sensitive habitats.

Conclusions

SESSION 2: HABITAT RESTORATION. 
BOGS AND WET HEATHLANDS

 

Sensitive habitats such as bogs provide important services such as carbon
sequestration, but are currently at risk. Appropriate techniques and specific
legislation must be combined to prevent their degradation.
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Conclusions

SESSION 2: HABITAT RESTORATION. 
BOGS AND WET HEATHLANDS

11) Animal traction has a great capacity to adapt to different technical and climatic conditions and can be 
combined with other technologies and methodologies to successfully carry out conservation actions. It can be 
technically adapted to carry out the planned works.

12) Restoration and conservation actions must be accompanied by adequate subsequent management to be 
sustained over time and make sense. In habitats such as bogs or wet heathlands of the Serra do Xistral, traditional 
livestock management is especially relevant.

13) It is necessary to speed up administrative procedures so that owners become truly involved in conservation, 
since their perception is that there are many obstacles to carrying out certain restoration actions, which generates 
frustration and abandonment.
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1) Farmers who join conservation performance payments understand the need for environmental change and 
place value on the long-term consequences of their actions.

2) Farmers who have already participated in other agri-environmental payment programs or other conservation 
activities are more likely to accept results-based payment schemes because they already have confidence that 
they can achieve the required outcomes and what they need to do to get there.

3) One of the factors that needs to be considered when designing a results based payment schemes is that these 
schemes are important for semi-natural habitats, more dependent on management or management, in high 
nature value agricultural areas, and the landscape level must be considered to achieve environmental objectives.

4) Monitoring of conservation results based payment schemes is a key point in the design of these schemes to 
ensure acceptability to farmers. The amount of payments should grow with the level of environmental requirements 
demanded.

5) An essential part of implementing results based payment schemes is the confidence of farmers in themselves 
and in their ability to adopt better practices. Self-confidence and pride in what they do goes a long way in 
increasing participation.

6) Payment schemes based on conservation results need to be more than just a payment and should be designed 
to go beyond that. These schemes should appeal to "the head, the heart and the pocket". Farmers need to 
understand what they are doing and take pride in their work, being recognized by society as farmers who do it 
"better" and who are providing ecosystem services from which everyone benefits. For these services, farmers should 
receive their fair share for maintaining and/or improving them.

7) Conservation Results based payment schemes should be based on an understanding of the political and 
socio-economic context, as they should incentivize work to deliver outcomes that protect biodiversity and help 
mitigate the climate crisis, while ensuring viable livestock farming.

8) Building capacity and trust with farmers was a strong point in all the presentations in this session. Developing local 
solutions adapted to each reality is an important point in the design and implementation of these payment 
schemes. Knowledge transfer between farmers is fundamental and can facilitate the further development of these 
systems.

 

9) Hybrid models, with concrete conservation results and actions, tailored to the cultural and biophysical 
conditions of each place, seem to be the most successful models. In places where more traditional models still 
predominate, it is necessary to start by supporting farmers with specific actions, funding and advice so that they 
can understand the conservation results that society needs.

Conclusions  
SESSION 3: INNOVATIVE MECHANISMS FOR BIODIVERSITY
CONSERVATION. RESULTS BASED-PAYMENTS

 

Payment schemes for conservation results are a useful and efficient mechanism
with benefits for society and landowners of high nature value agricultural
and livestock areas.
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Conclusions 
SESSION 3: INNOVATIVE MECHANISMS FOR
BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION. RESULTS BASED-PAYMENTS

10) These payment schemes based on conservation results can be the future for people who have their activities 
in protected areas and this can allow them to continue in the territory, have an economic income and fix 
population in places that are becoming depopulated.

11) Results based payment schemes represent a paradigm shift for local, regional and national administrations and 
it is necessary to work in collaboration with them so that they can understand the importance of these systems and 
the benefits they have for the whole society.

12) During the round table it was pointed out that payments for conservation results should not be seen, from the 
administrations' point of view, as a subsidy or as non-refundable money. They have to be seen as a tool to work on 
habitat conservation, which at the same time serves to fix the population and for the community members living in 
protected areas to change their perspective in relation to conservation. This can serve to ensure that living in an 
area of high natural value is not seen as a punishment, but as one's own natural heritage.

13) It should be noted that this type of paradigm shift, from a CAP very focused on concrete actions to 
conservation results, is something that takes many years and requires political and administrative will to carry out 
the practical changes necessary for large-scale implementation. Its administrative operation requires continuous 
work, showing the conservation results achieved, biodiversity and pollution improvement, adaptation and 
evolution. It is necessary to take advantage of CAP reviews to replicate these models on a larger scale.

14) The possibility that these payment schemes based on conservation results could be by species of fauna and 
not only habitats was discussed with the attendees, and other European examples were mentioned. But in general, 
they are directed to the habitat that each species of fauna needs for its vital activities.

15) Globally, this type of action is being well received throughout Europe and also in the specific case of the 
communal land of Serra do Xistral that participated in the LIFE in Common Land project.

16) In Serra do Xistral, the goal of implementing, in a demonstrative basis, a payment scheme for conservation 
results has been achieved. It is necessary that the regional administration fulfills its commitment and continues with 
its application, and extends this system of payments for conservation results to other areas through the Strategic 
Plans of the CAP.

 

17) The payment scheme for conservation results implemented in LIFE in Common Land may be the first paradigm 
shift in the Serra do Xistral, a milestone that, in successful models such as the Burren, they reached 20 years ago. 
From farmersto guardians of biodiversity, a role valued by society and for which they will receive a payment. A 
change in the valuation of the Natura 2000 Network, from limitations to a natural heritage that the community 
members themselves conserve through their activity.

18) The implementation of these results based payment schemes in other parts of Europe has led to the 
development of brands of agricultural and livestock goods and products (such as meat, dairy products, honey, 
wines or cider) associated with biodiversity conservation in these places with great marketing success.
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The Serra do Xistral, where the LIFE in Common Land project was developed,
is a unique territory of great environmental and cultural value due to its
mosaic of wet heathlands and bogs and its population of free-ranging horses
managed by the commoners.

Conclusions 
SESSION 4: LIFE IN COMMON LAND PROJECT AND
THE SPECIAL AREA OF CONSERVATION 
"SERRA DO XISTRAL"

There are different ancient systems of common land tenure that seek the common
good and have a positive impact on the territory and biodiversity.

Conclusions 
SESSION 5: COMMUNAL LANDS AND HABITAT CONSERVATION IN THE
NATURA 2000 NETWORK

1) Flora microreserves are a figure of interest for conservation in small areas (<20 ha) with rare and very localized 
habitats and flora.

2) Stewardship agreements are a powerful tool for the management of these areas. Through them, the 
stewardship entity acquires the capacity to manage these small territories, either directly or by advising the owners, 
who are sometimes common land communities. Likewise, these entities are able to involve all the necessary actors, 
obtain funding and carry out conservation actions and dissemination of natural values.

3) The figure of "Indigenous Peoples’ and Local Communities’ Conserved Territories and Areas" (ICCA) can be 
interesting to make visible the work of common land communities whose practices and governance systems 
generate positive values in terms of biodiversity conservation.

4) Examples such as that of the Froxán common land suggest that sometimes extreme situations that put the 
population at risk, as in the case of severe fires, are the ones that provoke a change in the management of a 
commonland, and a shift towards habitat conservation objectives, mainly in order to guarantee the fundamental 
ecosystem services they provide..

5) From the point of view of common land communities, one of the main motivations for habitat restoration is to 
safeguard the ecosystem services that habitats provide when they are well conserved. Among these services are 
especially appreciated the regulation of water regimes, the reduction of fire risk and an increase in water retention 
capacity that favors grazing during drought events.

6) When working on habitat conservation or restoration, the agents involved are varied (landowners, farmers, 
visitors, conservation groups, administration, universities...) and their values, visions and interests can be very diverse. 
Therefore, in order to achieve progress in habitat conservation and restoration it is very important to work closely 
with all the agents by adopting a collaborative and integrated approach, in which through a process of 
co-learning communication channels are established between the different actors that allow mutual recognition 
of ideas, perspectives and needs.
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Conclusions 
SESSION 5: COMMUNAL LANDS AND HABITAT
CONSERVATION IN THE NATURA 2000 NETWORK

7) Within the necessary multi-stakeholder collaborative processes, trust-building processes are particularly 
convenient. In fact, in this sense, one of the elements highlighted by the community members participating in the 
project is the humane treatment and the creation of mutual trust throughout the project.

8) A correct monitoring of the results to obtain positive evidence of the benefits of restoration is essential to sensitize 
the different local actors to the importance of restoration.

9) A good part of the participation of the comuneiros, in the opinion forums developed in this congress has focused 
on the exposition of the different problems related to the livestock activity in the Serra do Xistral, and on the lack of 
institutional support in this regard, recognizing the importance of the LIFE in Common Land project to serve as a 
bridge to convey their concerns and claims to the competent authorities and to society in general. This may 
highlight the important existing deficiencies in valid forms of communication between local inhabitants and public 
administrations, making these forums fundamental elements to give voice to the community members, so that the 
integration of events of this type throughout the projects is a fundamental aspect for their success.

10) It is clear that the high level of wolf predation on horses and cattle is one of the main concerns of the 
community members in the Serra do Xistral, who demand specific attention to this serious problem. The community 
members themselves emphasize the importance of livestock activity for the conservation of the habitats and 
ecosystems of the Serra do Xistral, and the limitation that wolf attacks pose, in addition to the development of the 
current cattle farming and the maintenance of the traditional system of horses in freedom, for other forms already 
in disappearance such as goats and sheep, limiting the possibilities of economic diversification for new 
generations. In this sense, they emphasize the need for specific research work on wolf predation on horses and 
specific measures to help them conserve horses.

11) Other needs are expressed, such as a change in the focus of CAP aid for areas where, like the Serra do Xistral, 
livestock systems depend on the interrelation of multiple elements. For example, the exposure to climatic rigors 
means that the hardwood stands used by livestock as shelter are an important part of the system which, however, 
cannot currently be included in the calculation for aid; or that the pasture eligibility coefficient (CAP) penalizes the 
percentage of shrub vegetation in areas where this is part of the management dynamics.

12) Finally, the community members emphasize the need to preserve a valuable cultural heritage that is deeply 
integrated with their way of life: for example, the need to work on toponymy so as not to lose the traditional names 
of the places in the Serra where they carry out their activities; a book that collects the traditions associated with the 
management of the forest; and the recognition and homage to the elders who, with their own names, are 
recognized as the guardians of the memory of the Serra do Xistral.
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